
Inspiring a 
community of 

successful 
learners. 



Valuing ourselves; valuing others; valuing the environment 

Approaching learning & life with happiness & confidence 

Overcoming challenges 

Respect 

resilience 

positivity 



The 5 
Fabulous 
Phrases 

Thank you Please 

I’m sorry 
You’re 

welcome 

Excuse me 



What is the Early Years 
Foundation Stage?  

The Early Years Foundation Stage (E.Y.F.S.) 
is the stage of education for children from 

birth to the end of the Reception year.  
It is based on the recognition that children 
learn best through play and active learning.  

This is a very important stage as it helps your child 
get ready for school as well as preparing them for 

their future learning and successes.  

From when your child is born up until the age of 5, 
their early years experience should be happy, active, 

exciting, fun and secure; and support their 
development, care and learning needs.  





   

 

Children should primarily develop the 
 3 prime areas 

• Communication and Language,  
• Personal Social and Emotional Development 
• Physical Development 

Your child will be learning skills, acquiring new knowledge and 
demonstrating their understanding through 7 areas of 

learning and development 

As children grow, the prime areas will help 
them to develop skills in 4 specific areas. 
Literacy, Mathematics, Understanding the 
World and Expressive Arts and Design 



Personal, Social and 
Emotional Development 

  • become self-confident; 
 • have awareness of their own feelings 

and feelings of others; 
 • take an interest in things; 

 • become independent; 
 • tell the difference between right and 
wrong. 

The children will be learning to: 

 



Communication and 
Language  

 

• talk confidently and clearly; 
• show awareness of listener 
• enjoy listening to stories, songs 

and poems, showing good 
attention; 

• follow instructions; 
• answer questions about stories 

 
 

The children will be learning to:  

 



Physical Development 

• move confidently; 
• control their body; 

• handle equipment.  
• manage their own basic hygiene and 

personal needs including dressing 
and undressing independently 

 
 

The children will be learning 
to: 



Literacy 

hear and say sounds, and link them to the 
alphabet; 
 
read and write familiar words and 
sentences; 
 
learn to use a pencil effectively. 



Mathematics 
 The children will be learning to:  
    
• develop an understanding of maths through 

stories, songs, games and imaginative play; 
 

• become comfortable with numbers and with ideas 
such as 'heavier than' or 'bigger’; 
 

• be aware of shapes and space.  



Understanding the World 

 

• explore and find out about the world 
around them, asking questions about it; 
 

• build with different materials, know about 
everyday technology and learn what it is 
used for; 
 

• find out about past events in their lives 
and their families' lives;  
 

• find out about different cultures and 
beliefs.  

The children will:  
 



Expressive Arts and 
Design 

            
• colours and shapes;  

 
• making things; 

 
• role play;                 

 
• making music and singing songs 
  

The children will explore: 



 Monitoring Progress 
           Each of the 7 areas of learning has its own set of 
 Early Learning Goals’ which determine what most children are 

expected to achieve by the end of Reception Class.  
     
    We use Development matters to identify the developing 

knowledge, skills, understanding and attitudes that children 
will need if they are to achieve the early learning goals by the 
end of the EYFS. Assessments will be carried out regularly 
throughout the year to show your child’s development and 
identify areas where they need further support.  

 
 
    



“Adults who help children 
to play are adults who 
help children to learn.” 



Child initiated learning 

• At Hurst Park we learn through play and by 
exploring activities. These activities and 
learning opportunities are based on topics, 
most of which we will determine from the 
children's interests. 
 



Adult initiated and Adult 
focused activities. 

• We have a daily phonics and maths 
teacher led carpet sessions 
 

• After half term we will send home 
individual reading books. 
 

• Phonics folders 



School Life 
Uniforms  
Our uniform policy is available on our website. Winter Uniform 
should be worn after October 1st.

Lunchtimes 
starts at 11:45 and ends at 1:00 

PE  
• Indoor PE is on Tuesday – please send your child to school in 

their PE kits 
• Outdoor PE is on Wednesdays – please send your child’s PE kit 

into school and hang it on their pegs.  

ICT / Computing 
We have a weekly computing lessons in our ICT suite and we will 
have regular access to ipads. 



Home Learning 
 Parents in Partnership 

How can I 
help my child 

learn at 
home? 

• Reading with your child 
Reading books, story books, picture      
books, magazines! 
• Practising their sounds 
using their phonics folders  
(to be sent back to school each day!) 
Looking for sounds in the environment 
 (road signs, posters, magazines etc) 
• Practising their letter and number 

formation. 
Using paints, chalks, water etc 
Look at the Reception page on the website 
for ideas! 
 



 
It is important that parents and the staff 

caring for your child work together. We want 
you to feel comfortable about exchanging 
information and discussing things that will 

benefit your child.  
 
 
 
 
 

How can I find out how my child 
is getting on? 



Medical Matters 
 

• Any sickness, diarrhoea, must be followed by 48 
hrs absence. 
 

• If your child is absent please call the school office 
to let us know the reason your child is absent.  
 

• Please alert staff to any allergies your child 
has! 
 
 
 
 
 



Pick up time 

We understand that sometimes exceptional 
circumstances occur, which mean you may be late 
to collect your child from school. If this happens 

please ring the school office to let us know.  

 

Children who are regularly collected late from 
school will be taken to After School Club and 

parents will be charged £5. 



Social Media 

We understand that at times as parents you 
may feel frustrated or upset about how 

things are dealt with at school.  

 

We would like to ask that you refrain from 
discussing such feelings on social media and 

instead encourage you to make an 
appointment to meet with your child’s class 
teacher or Mrs Divey. This will enable us to 
work together to resolve any problems that 

occur. 



High expectations 

At Hurst Park School we have high 
expectations for our pupils, the parents 

and for the staff.  

We ask that you support us in aiming for 
these high expectations by ensuring that 
your child has enough sleep, has a healthy 
breakfast and arrives each morning ready 

to learn!  



Please remember…. 
If you have any concerns or questions, 

we will be happy to help you.  
 
 
 
 
 



Handwriting Style at Hurst Park School 

a b c d e f g h i 
j k l m n o p q r 
s t u v w x y z  



Handwriting Style at Hurst Park School 

A B C D E F G H I 
J K L M N O P Q R 
S T U V W X Y Z 





Use these notes to help you to know what to look 
for and to help you record the reading session: 

• 	 Find a quiet corner 
• 	 Talk to the child about the book e.g. look at the 

title, author, illustrator 
• 	 Encourage him/her to tell the story through the 

pictures before attempting to read the book 
• 	 Ask the child to: 

talk about the plot/story 
- look at the setting of the book 
- think about the characters 
- discuss the relevance of the pictures 
- discuss any hidden meanings 

• 	 Encourage child to 'have a go', before offering 
help. 

• 	 Allow the child time to . . use his/her skills in order 
to work out unknown words, before offering help. 

• 	 Encourage the child to use the storyline to help 
them read unfamiliar words. 

• 	 Taking turns to read can sometimes help. 
• 	 Be a positive role model. 
• 	 Praise! Praise! Praise! Nothing works better! 

QUESTIONS! QUESTIONS! QUESTIONS! 

Questions that could be useful - but not all at one 
session! 
It's vital to ask questions to help children's 
understanding, but too many questions may spoil the 
pleasure of reading! 

• 	 What do you think this book will be about? Why? 
• 	 Have you read any other books, stories, poems like this 

one? 
• 	 Could this story have really happened? If not, why not? 
• 	 Have you read any books by the same author? 
• 	 How did the story begin? What happened next? 
• 	 Did you guess what was going to happen in the end? If 

not, what did you think was going to happen? 
• 	 Could you continue the story? What would happen next? 

• 	 Which character did you like best/least? 
• 	 Do you know any people like the characters in the book? 
• 	 Which character would you like to meet most/least? 

Choose a good time to ask your questions. 

... 

.Enjoy reading with your child! 




 

 

Prime 
areas: 

 
Listening and Attention 

 
Understanding 

 
Speaking 

 
  Listen with enjoyment to stories, songs, rhymes 

and poems 
 Sustain attentive listening in a range of 

situations 
 Respond with relevant, comments, questions or 

actions 
 Give attention to what others say and respond 

appropriately 
 Follow instructions 
Exceeding: 
 Follow more complex/several part instructions 

accurately 
Exceeding: 
 Ask for clarification  e.g. about instructions 

given to them 
Exceeding: 
 Listen with sustained concentration for longer 

periods 
 

 Answer questions in response to who, what, 
where, when about experiences, stories and 
events 

 Answer questions in response to why and 
how about experiences, stories and events 

 Recognise own name, familiar words and 
advertising logos 

Exceeding: 
 Express views about characters in a story or 

the story as a whole 
Exceeding:  
 Answer questions using ‘think, say, feel’ 

prompts about experiences, stories and 
events 

Exceeding: 
 Answer questions about why things happen in 

a story 

 Use language to imagine and recreate roles 
and experiences in play situations 

 Use talk to organise and sequence ideas, 
feelings and events 

 Use talk to clarify thinking 
 Use talk to express themselves effectively in a 

range of situations 
 Show awareness of listeners’ needs when 

communicating  
 Use past, present and future forms when 

discussing events and experiences 
 Develop own narratives by connecting ideas 

or events 
Exceeding: 
 Show awareness of the listener (audience) by 

making changes to language and non-verbal 
features 

Exceeding: 
 Recount experiences and stories 
Exceeding: 
 Use a range of vocabulary to add 

information, express ideas and explain 
actions or events 

Exceeding: 
 Justify ideas and experiences 
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Specific 
areas: 

 
Phonics for Reading 

 

 
Phonics for Writing 

 Phase 1  
 Blend VC words orally  e.g. at, it, in, up,  
 Blend CVC words orally e.g. top, run, bed, rat 
Phase 2  
 Blend VC words using phonemes  s, a, t, p, i, n  -  e.g. at, in, is, it 
 Blend CVC words using phonemes s, a, t, p, i, n -  e.g. sit, pit, pat, pan, tip 
 Blend CVC words using all above and  m, d, g, o e.- g. dog, mad, gap 
 Blend CVC words using all above and  c, k, ck, e, u, r  -  e.g. sock, neck, 

rack 
 Blend CVC words using all above and  h, b, f, ff, l, ll, ss  - e.g. huff, hiss, bill 
Phase 3  
 Blend CVC words using all above and  j, v, w, x, y, z, zz, qu - e.g. jack, 

buzz, vet, quick  
 Blend CVC words using all above and  ch, sh, th, ng  - e.g. chip, shop, this, 

thin, song 
 Blend CVC words using all above and ai, ee, igh, oa, oo - e.g. rain, teeth, 

night, coat, boot, good 
 Blend CVC words using all above and ar, or, ur, ow, oi -  e.g. cart, fork, 

curl, down, soil  
 Blend CV, CVV  and CVC words using all above and ear, air, ure, er -  e.g. 

hear, fear,  chairs, sure, cure, shower, tower 
Exceeding - Phase 4  
 Blend CVCC words using all phonemes covered in Phase 2 and 3  e.g. 

paint,  tights, boils, shelf, toast  
 Blend CCVC words using all phonemes covered in Phase 2 and 3  e.g. 

spoon, clown, float, sweet 
 Blend CCVCC, CCCVC, CCCVCC words using all phonemes covered in  

Phase 2 and 3  e.g. frost, street, scrunch  
 Blend words with more than one syllable e.g. turnip, sister, cooking 
 

Phase 1 
 Segment  VC words orally  e.g. at, it, in, up,   
 Segment  CVC words orally e.g. top, run, bed, rat,   
Phase 2 
 Segment and write VC words using grapheme s, a, t, p, i, n  -  e.g. at, in, 

is, it 
 Segment  CVC words using graphemes s, a, t, p, i, n -  e.g. sit, pit, pat, 

pan, tip 
 Segment  CVC words using all above and  m, d, g, o e.g. dog, mad, gap 
 Segment  CVC words using all above and  c, k, ck, e, u, r  e.g. sock, neck, 

rack 
 Segment  CVC words using all above and  h, b, f, ff, l, ll, ss e.g. huff, hiss, 

bill 
Phase 3 
 Segment  CVC words using all above and  j, v, w, x, y, z, zz, qu e.g. jack, 

buzz, vet, quick   
 Segment  CVC words using all above and  ch, sh, th, ng e.g. chip, shop, 

this, thin, song  
 Segment  CVC words using all above and ai, ee, igh, oa, oo  e.g. rain, 

teeth, night, coat, boot, good  
 Segment  CVC words using all above and ar, or, ur, ow, oi   e.g. cart, 

fork, curl, down, soil   
 Segment  CV, CVV  and CVC words using all above and ear, air, ure, er  

e.g. hear, fear,  chairs, sure, cure, shower, tower  
Exceeding - Phase 4  
 Segment  CVCC words using all graphemes  covered in Phase 2 and 3  

e.g. paint,  tights, boils, shelf, toast   
 Segment  CCVC words using all graphemes  covered in Phase 2 and 3  

e.g. spoon, clown, float, sweet  
 Segment  CCVCC, CCCVC, CCCVCC words using all graphemes  covered 

in  Phase 2 and 3  e.g. frost, street, scrunch   
 Segment  words with more than one syllable e.g. turnip, sister, cooking, 
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Reading 

 

 
Writing 

 
 Read Pink, Red and Yellow band texts in line with their developing phonic 

ability 
 Differentiate between text and illustration 
 Understand that print conveys meaning 
 Decode a number of regular words using phase 2 phonemes with build and 

blend strategy, and read aloud accurately   
 Read common irregular words  from Phase  2  - the   to   I   no   go   into 
 Hold a book correctly and turn pages from front to back and recognise front 

and back cover  
 Know that, in English, print is read from left to right and top to bottom 
 Predict the storyline e.g. ending  
 Recite rhymes and sings songs 
 Talk about events, setting and characters  
 Predict storyline and some vocabulary, aided by the illustrations 
 Retell narratives in the correct sequence, drawing on language patterns of 

stories 
 Use decoding to read -using build and blend strategy  -  towards 

automatically reading known words 
 Read common irregular words from Phase 3  - he  she  we   me  be  was  you  

they  all  are  my  her 
 Read simple sentences  
 Recognise some capitals and lower case letters 
 Link sounds to letters, naming and sounding letters of the alphabet 
 Respond to questions about who, what, where, when  linked to text and 

illustrations 
 Sequence a simple story or event 
 Use gestures and actions to act out a story, event or rhyme from text or 

illustrations 
 Make predictions based on illustrations, story content and title 
 Respond to questions about how and why something is happening  
 Say what a character might be thinking, saying  or feeling 
 

 Segment to write VC and CVC words independently using Phase 2 and Phase 
3 graphemes e.g. it, mop, bell 

 Make phonetically plausible attempts when writing more complex words 
 Spell tricky words   the, to, I, no, go  independently  
 Write own name  
 Write left to right and top to bottom  
 Orally compose a sentence and hold it in memory before attempting to write 

it  
 Write a simple phrase with finger spaces, that can be read back by themselves 
 Write simple sentences using finger spaces, that can be read by themselves 

and others  
 Use talk to organise, sequence and clarify thinking, ideas, feelings and events  
 Write different text forms for different purposes e.g. lists, stories, instructions, 

labels, captions, recipes, postcards, menus 
Exceeding:  
 Spell irregular tricky words   

he she we me be was my you her they all are 
Exceeding: 
 Use key features of narrative in own writing 
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Reading 

 

 
Writing 

 
 Read on sight words from Lists 1 and 2 
 Distinguish between a word, a letter and a space 
 Use picture clues to help in reading simple text 
 Make 1 to 1 correspondence between written and spoken words. 
 Blend phonemes to read a range of  words using build and blend towards 

automaticity – fluency and accuracy  
 Use phonic knowledge to attempt unknown words 
 Listen attentively to a story at the appropriate interest level 
 Say how they feel about stories and poems 
 Recall the main points in texts in the correct  sequence 
 Use the structure of a simple story when re-enacting and retelling 
 Talk about the themes of simple texts, e.g. good over evil 
 Act out a story in role play 
 

 

 
 

Early Learning Goal – Reading Early Learning Goal – Writing 
Expected 
Children read and understand simple sentences. They use phonic knowledge to 
decode regular words and read them aloud accurately. They also read some 
common irregular words. They demonstrate an understanding when talking with 
others about what they have read. 

Expected 
Children use their phonic knowledge to write words in ways which match their 
spoken sounds. They also write some irregular common words. They write 
sentences which can be read by themselves and others. Some words are spelt 
correctly and others are phonetically plausible 

Exceeding 
Children can read phonically regular words of more than one syllable as well as 
many irregular but high frequency words. They use phonic, semantic and syntactic 
knowledge to understand unfamiliar vocabulary. They can describe the main 
events in the simple stories they have read. 

Exceeding 
Children can spell phonically regular words of more than one syllable as well as 
many irregular but high frequency words. They use key features of narrative in 
their own writing. 
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NuMBER
Number and place value

Number
zero
number
one, two, three … to twenty and beyond
teens numbers, eleven, twelve … twenty
none
how many …?
count, count (up) to, count on (from, to), 
count back (from, to)
count in ones, twos, fives, tens 
is the same as
more, less
odd, even
few
pattern
pair 

Place value 
ones
tens
digit
the same number as, as many as
more, larger, bigger, greater
fewer, smaller, less
fewest, smallest, least
most, biggest, largest, greatest
one more, ten more
one less, ten less
compare
order
size
first, second, third… twentieth
last, last but one
before, after
next
between

Estimating 
guess
how many …?
estimate
nearly
close to
about the same as
just over, just under
too many, too few 
enough, not enough

addition and subtraction
add, more, and
make, sum, total
altogether
double
one more, two more … ten more
how many more to make …?
how many more is … than …?
how much more is …?
take away
how many are left/left over? 
how many have gone? 
one less, two less, ten less …  
how many fewer is … than …? 
how much less is …? 

difference between

Multiplication and division
sharing
doubling
halving
number patterns

Fractions
parts of a whole
half
quarter

EaRLY YEaRS FouNDaTIoN STagE
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Vocabulary checklists  11

MEaSuREMENT
measure
size
compare
guess, estimate
enough, not enough
too much, too little
too many, too few
nearly, close to, about the same as

just over, just under

Length 
metre
length, height, width, depth
long, short, tall
high, low
wide, narrow
thick, thin 
longer, shorter, taller, higher … and so on
longest, shortest, tallest, highest … and so 
on

far, near, close

Weight 
weigh, weighs, balances
heavy, light
heavier than, lighter than
heaviest, lightest

scales

Capacity and volume 
full
empty 
half full
holds

container

Time 
time
days of the week, Monday, Tuesday …
day, week
birthday, holiday
morning, afternoon, evening, night
bedtime, dinner time, playtime
today, yesterday, tomorrow
before, after
next, last
now, soon, early, late
quick, quicker, quickest, quickly
slow, slower, slowest, slowly
old, older, oldest
new, newer, newest
takes longer, takes less time
hour, o’clock
clock, watch, hands

Money
money
coin
penny, pence, pound
price, cost
buy, sell
spend, spent
pay

gEoMETRY
properties of shape
shape, pattern
flat
curved, straight
round
hollow, solid
sort
make, build, draw
size

E
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bigger, larger, smaller
symmetrical
pattern, repeating pattern
match

2-D shape
corner, side
rectangle (including square)
circle
triangle

3-D shape
face, edge, vertex, vertices
cube
pyramid
sphere
cone

position and direction
position
over, under
above, below
top, bottom, side
on, in
outside, inside
around
in front, behind
front, back
beside, next to
opposite
apart
between
middle, edge
corner
direction
left, right
up, down
forwards, backwards, sideways

across
next to, close, near, far
along
through
to, from, towards, away from
movement
slide
roll
turn
stretch, bend
whole turn, half turn

STaTISTICS
count, sort
group, set
list

gENERaL
pattern
puzzle
what could we try next? 
how did you work it out? 
recognise
describe
draw
compare
sort
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