
Hurst Park Primary School Governor Profiles 
 

Chris Johnson, Chair of Governors (Co-opted Governor) 

I am a retired chartered local government accountant and have a background in 

finance, facilities and customer services’ delivery at a senior level. I have been a 

member of a number of governing bodies within Surrey, Merton and Kingston.  

 

I currently play an active role on Elmbridge Council’s Audit Committee and 

Walton CAB and have recently been a member of Surrey Police’s Audit 

Committee. 

 

 

My intention is to contribute to the improvements achieved by the school so far 

and assist, wherever possible, in the drive to ensure that the school gives its 

pupils the opportunity to achieve their potential. I have a clear understanding of 

performance management systems and processes within the school 

environment and the role Governors can play in ensuring the improvement of 

the school’s achievements.  

 
 

Jon James (Headteacher) 

I become a member of the Governing body in January 2021 when I took up the 

post of Headteacher at Hurst Park Primary School.  

 

My passion for education has always focused on ensuring we create an 

environment where children can thrive, develop a life-long love for learning and 

enjoy coming to school.  

 

In my previous role, I was the Head of School in a large federation in which I 

worked closely with the Governors to ensure the school was at the heart of the 

community and provided the very best education for all its children. I am a 

qualified SENCo and have always promoted inclusion within school and 

developing practice to ensure we can best support children with additional 

needs.  

The Hurst Park values of respect, resilience and positivity are part of the reason 

that I was so drawn to working at this community school. The other part was the 



passion of the teaching staff and the enthusiasm of the children. I hope that I 

continue to add value to these core strengths and enable the school to be 

exceptional.   

 
David Simms, Vice Chair of Governors (Co-opted Governor) 

I have been a Governor at Hurst Park since 1999, acting as Vice Chair since 2003. 

Since that date, all three of my children have passed through the school, my 

youngest daughter leaving in July 2011. 

 

During my tenure as a Governor, I have been active in the PTA, and managed 

the school football teams from 2004 to 2014.  

 

I believe it is vital to create a strong school community and as such have taken a 

leading role in organising social events including annual quiz evenings and 

School Summer Balls. 

 

I am passionate about sports, and ran the Esher District Schools League for ten 

years, and also organised a Girls’ District School Team that took part in a Football 

festival.  

 

I am a keen photographer, and for the past few years have been involved in the 

filming of the school summer show, and producing the subsequent photo books 

and DVDs  

   

Fiona Hegarty (Co-opted Governor) 

I have been a Governor at Hurst Park for the last four years. 

 

Before becoming a Governor, I worked for the NHS for almost 40 years and 

despite the many challenges it was a very fulfilling career. I initially trained as a 

nurse and health visitor and when I retired I was the Director of Clinical Services 

for a Social Enterprise providing community health care services including 

district nursing, health visiting, a range of therapy services and intermediate 

care services.  



My role as a nurse and later on as a Director enabled me to develop a range of 

relevant skills and knowledge which I have been able to bring to my role of 

Governor.  

 

I have lived in Molesey for 38 years and both my daughters attended Hurst Park 

First School benefiting from an excellent start to their education.  

 

In my role as a Governor I am therefore committed to playing my part in 

ensuring that the children attending Hurst Park both now and, in the future, also 

benefit from the highest possible quality of education and personal 

development.  

 

My interests include having fun with my five grandchildren, travel, walking, and 

singing in a local choir. 

 

Mrs Judith Jenkins (Co-opted Governor) 

I began working At Hurst Park Primary as part time SENCo in 2008 and joined 

the governing body as a staff Governor in 2009. The school has seen many 

changes in that time; doubling in size, the highs and lows of OFSTED and a 

change of site to name just three. 

 

I now hold the position of Assistant Head for Inclusion and Pupil Wellbeing. I live 

locally with my husband and two sons, both of whom have been lucky enough 

to attend Hurst Park. 

 

After university I spent some time travelling and a few years commuting into 

London, working for Bloomberg and then CSFB in co-ordinator type roles. I had 

always wanted to teach or go into social work and do something with my career 

that had a bit more ‘soul’. I took a PGCE in 2003 and now feel very lucky to have 

the challenge of my role, combining both elements of education and social work. 

It also encourages a creative approach to problem solving which I enjoyed in my 

previous career. Every day, child and family are different. What works for one 

may not necessarily work for another.  



The contrast between private and public working is interesting and quite eye 

opening! In 2018 I joined the Governing Board of Surrey’s Virtual School. Their 

work focuses on improving outcomes for children looked after by Surrey.  

My main focus as a member of staff and of the governing body at Hurst Park 

School is how to improve outcomes for the children and families that are part of 

our community. 

 

John Wheeler (Local Authority Governor) 

I have worked with young people for the past 40+ years within a wide mix of 

settings. 

 

As a psychotherapist I specialise in supporting individuals in coping with all 

manner of difficulties. In addition, I provide clinical supervision to therapists 

within the YMCA Redhill Heads Together Young People’s Counselling Team, the 

Catholic Children’s Society Counselling teams in Isleworth and Sunbury and the 

Psychotherapies Team based at Treloar School and College in Hampshire.  

 

My experience also includes a career in the commercial world and in teaching 

and management roles within several Further Education institutions. 

 

I have lived in Molesey for the past 30 years and currently run my own adult 

education organisation through which I provide post graduate training and 

specialised courses to schools, medical settings and NGOs. 

 

With two grandchildren I am kept young at heart and have an interest in 

ensuring children are supported, thrive, and meet their potential. 

 

Lisa Sampson (Co-opted Governor) 

I have been a parent at the school since 2015 when my eldest started Reception. 

I now have two boys in the school who really enjoy Hurst Park.  

 

I became chair of the PTA when I joined the school and remained in that role for 

5 years. I have a passion for Hurst Park and supporting the children within the 

school to ensure they get the best education and support that they need. I feel 

very fortunate to be part of a great team and school.  



Over the last 13 years I have worked in various roles for a customer 

communications company in Essex, and I am now running my own business as a 

Virtual Assistant, which allows me to spend more time with my husband and 

children.  

 

Previous experience includes managing a pre-school setting and working as a 

care assistant in a dementia nursing home. I also have a diploma in Adolescent 

Mental Health and Paediatric Neuro-disability in children. 

  
  
Tracy Tilly (Parent Governor) 

Born and bred in Molesey and a former Hurst Park pupil myself, I maintain a 
strong affection for the school and the local area and I am a proud parent 
Governor and an active PTA class representative for my two HPS children. 
 
I am an experienced, award-winning event and marketing project manager with 
15+ years' experience working within the corporate sector for both media 
agencies and big brand clients.  
 
Now a home-based freelance marketing consultant, I also have my own small 
business designing children’s personalised character keepsake prints and have 
an expanding design portfolio that fulfils my passion for creativity. 
 

 

Emilie Martin (Co-opted Governor) 

I am a journalist and freelance content development specialist with a keen 
interest in sustainability, consumer affairs and education.  Earlier in my career, I 
worked as a primary school class teacher and subject leader for nine years, first 
in inner London schools and then in Surrey.  I currently contribute to a not-for-
profit project, which supports schools looking to develop vibrant, distinctive 
curricula grounded in sustainability and a connection to the natural world.  
 
I believe that all children have a right to a rich, stimulating and well-balanced 
curriculum, as well as the very highest standards of teaching and learning, and 
am looking forward in my role as governor to making a positive contribution to 
Hurst Park Primary School and supporting HPPS in its future development.  My 
two sons currently attend the school, where they continue to be very happy.  
 



I grew up in Molesey and have a strong connection to the local area and, in 
particular, the wealth of green spaces on our doorstep, which I enjoy exploring 
with my family.  
 

 

Lucie Hyne-Jones (Co-opted Governor) 

I am a Molesey resident and parent to two children currently at the school.  

When I joined the school, I was keen to be involved with the school and help out 

wherever possible so joined the PTA team as class representative for 2 years, 

subsequently becoming the PTA Secretary for a further 3 years.  In my role as 

Governor, I would like to make a valuable contribution to the school and its 

pupils by helping the school to fulfil its potential by providing the best education 

and support possible. 

 

I currently work as a private PA working for a family and their various businesses, 

two of which are nursery schools; however, my background is in the Financial 

Services sector working in Investor Relations at an Investment Bank and a PA at 

a Private Equity firm.  I am also currently Treasurer of my running club. 

 

I am a keen marathon runner, so you’ll often find me pounding the streets of 

Molesey. 

 

 

Angela Brewis (Staff Governor) 

I joined Hurst Park Primary School in September 2017 and have been teaching 

in Year 6 since then. I feel extremely fortunate and privileged to work in such a 

nurturing, collaborative environment within which children’s learning and well-

being are of paramount importance. 

 

Previous to HPPS, I worked in a local primary school for 8.5 years, initially as a 

Learning Support Assistant, then as a Teaching Assistant before I became a High 

Level Teaching Assistant. After gaining valuable experience covering every year 

group, I took the plunge and carried out a PGCE/SCITT programme to become a 

teacher.  

 



Prior to working in the education sector, I was a Recruitment Consultant in the 

City for 5 years when I helped people find their dream job in a variety of business 

areas. After that, I took a career break to have my two children. 

 

Earlier in my career, I worked for British Steel as a Graduate Trainee in their 

Commercial Sales team. During the three years with British Steel, I worked in 

Marketing and Sales roles before moving down to London. 

 

I am looking forward to working with the Governing Body to plan for the school’s 

future and to help set achievable targets for school improvement.           

 

 

Maureen McDermott (Co-opted Governor) 

I have worked with young people for the past 40+ years within a wide mix of 

settings. 

As a psychotherapist I specialise in supporting individuals in coping with all 

manner of difficulties. In addition I provide clinical supervision to therapists 

within the YMCA Redhill Heads Together Young People’s Counselling Team, the 

Catholic Children’s Society Counselling teams in Isleworth and Sunbury and the 

Psychotherapies Team based at Treloar School and College in Hampshire.  

My experience also includes a career in the commercial world and in teaching 

and management roles within several Further Education institutions. 

I have lived in Molesey for the past 30 years and currently run my own adult 

education organisation through which I provide post graduate training and 

specialised courses to schools, medical settings and NGO’s. 

With two grandchildren I am kept young at heart and have an interest in 

ensuring children are supported, thrive, and meet their potential. 

 


