
YEAR 4 Spring Term CURRICULUM OVERVIEW 
 

 

ENGLISH SCIENCE MATHS  
Book: Michael Morpurgo: The puffin keeper 
Writing genres:  
Fact file  
Story writing  
Information leaflet  
Scene description  
Character description 
 
Grammatical techniques:  

 Comprehension focus 

 Fronted adverbials  

 Pronouns  

 Apostrophes  
 

Living things in their habitats/Animals including humans 
 
Learning intentions:   
• Construct and interpret a variety of food chains, identifying 

producers, predators and prey 
• Describe the simple functions of the basic parts of the 

digestive system in humans. 
• Explore and use classification keys to help group, identify and 

name a variety of living things in their local and wider 
environment. 

• Identify the different types of teeth in humans and their 
simple functions. 

• Recognise that environments can change and that this can 
sometimes pose dangers and have an impact on living things. 

• Recognise that living things can be grouped in a variety of 
ways. 

 

 Number: 
       Multiplication (multiply 3 digits by 1 digit) 
       Division 
       Decimals 
       Fractions 

 Measurement - Area 
 
Vocab:  
two-digit and a one-digit number, multiply, calculate, efficient, 
distance, length, fractions, numerator, denominator, proper 
fractions, improper fractions, mixed numbers, model, bar 
model, number line, forwards, backward, sequence, interval, 
difference, decimal, decimal point, decimal place, tenths, 
hundredths, row, column, 100 square, place-value, partition, 
ten-frame, bar model, part-whole model, number line, fraction, 
numerator, denominator, number sentence 

TOPIC WORK FRENCH PE RE 

History:  
Ancient Egypt 

 Who were the Ancient Egyptians? 

 Why was Ancient Egypt the ‘Gift of the Nile’? 

 Who were the Ancient Egyptian pharaohs? 

 Why did the Ancient Egyptians build the pyramids? 

 What did the Ancient Egyptians do for fun? 

 What was mummification in Ancient Egypt? 

 Who were the Ancient Egyptian gods? 

 What did Ancient Egyptian hieroglyphics mean? 

 What was discovered inside Tutankhamun’s tomb? 

 Who was Cleopatra and how is she remembered? 
 
Geography:  
Why are jungles so wet and deserts so dry? 

• Identify, locate; describe and explain how plants 
and animals are adapted to the climate  

• Construct a climate graph from temperature and 
rainfall data for their home location and compare 
and contrast this with climate graphs of other 

 Name and recognise up 
to 10 instruments in 
French. 

 Attempt to spell some 
of these nouns with 
their correct definite 
article/determiner in 
French. 

 Learn how to say I play 
an instrument in 
French. 

Les fruits  
• Name and recognise up 

to 10 fruits in French. 
• Attempt to spell some 

of these nouns 
• Ask somebody in 

French if they like a 
particular fruit. 

• Say what fruits they like 
and dislike. 

PE: Dodgeball, Cricket  
 
 

Christianity/Hinduism 
• To demonstrate a knowledge of stories from; Christian, 

Hindu scriptures that demonstrate inspirational 
characters. 

• To understand how the impact worship can have on 
someone whom has a faith. 

• To know the symbols of each faith and why a non-
believer would recognise them. 

• To understand how reading a religious text can inspire 
people to faith. 

• To name famous people of faith. To explain why faith 

can inspire change. 

• To know the names of the different texts, Christians, 
Hindus. 

• To understand and describe how each faith respects, 
treats and looks after the text. 

• To understand how a spiritual text is used. To know the 
different rituals rules surrounding each faiths text. 

• To name the different parts of each text. 
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locations to reach conclusions and make 
judgements.  

Sayers Croft study:  

 map reading 

 map making 

 Understand geographical similarities and 
differences through the study of human and 
physical geography in a region 

 To research the jobs and lifestyles of those living in 
their local area and discuss the advantages and 
disadvantages of rural living. 

 

MUSIC 
 

  DT/ART 

 
Topics: Mamma Mia! Recorders  
 

 ART – Andy Goldsworthy 
and Kandinsky 
 
DT - Adapting a recipe 

PSHE / RSE 
 

COMPUTING 
 

Topic: Growing and changing   
• Name some positive and negative feelings; 
• Understanding our bodies are starting to change  
• Addressing some of the ‘big’ feelings we may start to feel  

• E-safety  
• Word Processing  
• Coding – correcting algorithms  

KEY CURRICULUM VOCABULARY 

 
Geography:  

European countries and their capital cities, Countries in North and South America. Climate zones, polar, temperate, tropical, Condensation, Evaporation, Collection, Precipitation, Desert,  
Grasslands, Flood Plains, Freshwater, Marsh, Forests, Caves, Jungle, Mead-ow, Bank, Basin, Bed, Dam, Delta, Deposition, Dock, Down-stream, Estuary, Mean-der, Mouth, Reservoir, Channels, 
Upstream, Transportation, Tributary, Valley, Waterfall, Canal,  

History: 

Gods; Mummification, Pyramids; River Nile, Afterlife; Egyptians, Pharaoh, Hieroglyphic alphabet, Tutankhamun, peasants, artisans, scribes, priests, government  

officials. 
Science:  
Herbivore, Carnivore, Digestive system, tongue, mouth, teeth, oesophagus, stomach, gall bladder, small intestine, pancreas, large intestine, liver, tooth, canine, 
incisor, molar, premolar, producer, consumer. 
RE:  
Christianity: 10 commandments, Moses, Lords Prayer, Wealth, Sanctity of life 
Hinduism: Goddess, Dharma, Karma, Murtis, Brahman, Trimurti, Brahma, Shiva, Vishnu, Trinity, Lakshmi, Diwali, Ganesh, Hanuman 
 
Music: 
melody, solo, pentatonic scale, unison, rhythm patterns, musical style, rapping, lyrics, choreography, rhythm, pitch, tempo, dynamics, texture, structure, 
 compose, improvise, hook, riff 
 

 


